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Debut Movie
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(Go to http://gxpmall.biz
land.com/mug_shots.htm for
more famous mug shots.)

Smart Girls Just Wanna Have Fun
-A Student’s PerspectiveBy Erin Wilbert
A few months ago, I took the first plane
trip o f my life - shocking, I know, for a twentyyear old college student. While the plane trip
itself was a momentous occasion in my life,
the reason for the trip was even more exciting.
Most college students don’t get excited over the
thought o f the Honors program, but for closet
nerds like me, the opportunity to represent the
Daemen CollegeHonors Program at the National
Honors Conference in St. Louis was, well, thrill
ing.
Accompanying me to the conference
were seasoned flyers (thank goodness!), and
fellow H onors P rogram m em bers A sh ley
Quong (President), Larissa Gramza (Secretary),
K im berley Fox, A ndrea H ubbard, and Dr.
N ancy M arck o f the E nglish D epartm ent.
O ur m ission at the conference: to p resent
tw o w orkshops. That, and stealthily gather
information for our program. The presentation
itself was an adventure, since I hate, hate, HATE
giving presentations. But, not knowing what to
expect and not knowing anyone besides my five
companions, I was less worried about the huge
presentation than M y First Plane Trip Ever.
W hen we got to the airport, I was feeling a
bit like Corky Romano on crack. I was so afraid
I wouldn’t get through security (they made me
take my shoes off, for Pete’s sake!). And can I
just say, waiting in the line to board My First
Plane Ever was torture? It was like waiting
to run downstairs to open presents Christmas
morning when Mom and Dad said we had to
stay in bed until at least 7 am.

But FINALLY we boarded the plane,
and after several minutes o f watching people
struggle to find a seat and shove luggage into
the overhead, we took off. As we lifted, my first
question was, “Are we going to be going up
forever?!” Dr. Marck, a seasoned flyer, found
this extremely funny.
We stayed in the Renaissance Hotel,
which, for those o f you who don’t know, is
a m agnificent hotel anyone can stay in for
a mere $500 a night. T hat’s right - $500. A
night. To give you an image, the hotel was
actually tw o separate buildings, connected
by an underground hallway (which took me
about two days to realize). I ’m not sure how
tall the hotel was, but our two rooms were on
the 17th floor, with many floors above us. And
the rooms, well, they rocked. The beds were
covered with down mattress covers and down
comforters. Mine and Larissa’s first task was
some serious bed jumping. We had to break
them in, obviously. Since we were on the 17th
floor, we had to take the elevators and escalators
everywhere, all day long. Aside from Kim, who
has an escalator obsession, we were one very
motion sick group.
We presented two workshops during our
four-day stint at the Conference. About thirty
people attended our first workshop, which was
pretty dam good considering the presentation
was at 8:30 in the morning. We were particularly
proud o f this workshop, Keeping an Honors
Program Alive at a Small College, since for
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The best movie directors give a consid
erable gift to their audience: the opportunity to
understand a character deeply enough that we
share some o f his or her desires and dreams. Jim
Sheridan does this in Get Rich or Die Tryin', as
he focuses the spotlight on a young orphaned
street kid who becomes involved in the danger
ous world o f underground drug dealing in his
pursuit to become a famous rap star. The movie
chronicles the life o f the protagonist “Marcus,”
loosely based on the life o f the famous rapper,
Curtis “50 Cent” Jackson..
Marcus is the epitome o f the impov
erished urban youth who struggles to find a
voice in a world in which he feels invisible.
Marcus is eight when he begins to sell drugs.
This situation was created in part by the vio
lent death o f his mother, who also was a drug
dealer in Queens, New York during the 1980s.
M arcus follows the same path as his mother
because that was the only life he knew. After
he was orphaned he lives with his grandmother
who had several children and grandchildren
o f her own to feed and tend to. This change in
living arrangements was traumatic to young
Marcus and caused him to act out. He never
properly mourned for his loss and threw himself
into the same deviant behavior in which his
mother once engaged.
The film takes the viewer on a journey
into the dangerous life o f illegal drug selling.
M arcu s b e g in s to m a tu re and b e co m e s
hardened by the harsh realities o f street life.
He feels trapped and begins to believe that his
dreams o f stardom will never surface as long
as he continues to sell drugs. A life-changing
experience makes him re-assess his situation
and change his dangerous behavior. Marcus is
involved in a fatal shooting that nearly takes his
life, which leads him to stop selling drugs and
pursue his dreams o f rap stardom full-time.
“At the end o f the day, what will you
hang on to?” That is the tagline o f the film and it
embodies the over-all tone and feel o f the film.
We see many characters succumb to the perils
o f the illegal lifestyle. In essence, those who
had nothing to hold on to fell victim to drugs,
violence, prison, or simply greed. Marcus pulled
him self out o f a lifestyle that would have easily
taken his life as well as endangered his
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Smart Girls Just Wanna Have Fun
By Erin Wilbert________________
(Cont. from page 1)
the past three years w e Juniors
have been w orking to build this
program from tw enty people to
fifty-five. Each girl took a turn,
with the help o f Power Point, pre
senting and answering questions.
We were received very well, with
many questions from the audience,
and a very pleased Dr. M arck at the
end. So, with our first workshop
successful and out o f the way,
we launched into attending other
student workshops and poster pre
sentations. While our group went to
present at the Conference, we also
went to learn new ways o f building
and flourishing our program. Each
w orkshop/presentation provided
interesting and helpful inform a
tion, and we also were able to meet
students from all over the country
(And, I m ight add, the W estern
New Yorkers among us received
several comments on our Western

New York accents.) Kim Fox said,
“It was amazing to see so many
honors students from around the
country all in one place helping
each other’s programs to grow and
develop.” K im w as particularly
interested in learning about the
different Honors Curricula at other
colleges in the country.
“After comparing the other
programs to ours, I really like what
w e’re doing,” says Kim. “I would
like to return next year to share
some m ore o f the qualities that
makes the Daemen program suc
cessful and learn more about how
to improve it.”
Ashley Quong and Andrea
Hubbard agreed that the conference
was amazing, fostering excellent
opportunities to m eet and get to
know other Honors students. And,
as Ashley points out, “The presen
tations offered insights that

Lawn Fetes
By Adam DeRose
conspiracy by the Catholic Church,
or at least the Diocese o f Buffalo,
D uring the dog days o f to try to d ra ft or re c ru it m ore
sum m er in B uffalo, th ere is a members.
sum m er festiv ity th a t all sorts
First o f all, the parishes hold
o f p e o p le o f e v e ry re lig io u s a weekend-long fam ily oriented
denomination embrace: the lawn festivity where they expose our
fete. B ut pred o m in an tly , law n young and innocent children to
fetes are held by Catholic parishes alcohol and gambling, and pretty
in B uffalo and the surrounding much the seven deadly sins, which
‘burbs.
is a little ironic.
I f y o u ’re a tra n s p la n t,
So after the little tyke wins
you’re probably asking “what the a gold fish at the carnival game,
hell is this kid rambling about now, he runs over to the beer tent to
and what is a lawn fete?” Well it’s show daddy his new gold fish.
simple. First o f all, I ’m rambling But daddy is too drunk and thinks
because I can. Second o f all, a lawn it’s some sort o f new drink, kind
fete is like a church carnival which o f like tequila and the worm, so
is the p a rish ’s m ain source for daddy pounds down the baggie;
income, along with the collection fish, water, and all. The little tyke
basket that they stick in your face is so disturbed that he runs over to
at Mass.
the casino tent to cry to mommy,
If you’re still with me this but mommy is cussing up a storm
far, you will learn that lawn fetes because she just lost her paycheck
are actually pretty cool and the on the roulette wheel. Soon, the
volunteers do not talk about God or little tyke is frightened from all
Jesus whatsoever. Lawn fetes target the ‘g.d.* bom bs com ing out o f
all sorts o f people from small fries mommy’s mouth, so the little tyke
to old farts. For the little kiddies, runs to find grandpa. H e soon
they have carnival games like the finds grandpa inside the cafeteria
gold fish game (plain and simple, and he is ju st pounding down beef
you nail a ping pong ball in a fish on weeks left and right. Grandpa
bow l, you w in a fish). For the can’t hear the little tyke because
adults, they have a beer tent, casino he left his hearing aid at home. The
games, raffles, and a bbq. From the little tyke tries to find Nana, and
outside, everything looks all fine eventually finds her talking to her
and dandy. But in all actuality, I ceramics friends and can’t get a
think it’s a whole

helped D aem en College specifi
cally in its development and suc
cess. A n d re a sta te d th a t, “N o
experience is more beneficial than
preparing a presentation about our
Honors program, and through that
having a better insight as to how
our program needs to develop.”
Indeed, I felt as if the conference
and presentation tself sprouted a
growth, both in m yself personally
and our program as a whole. Our
five leaders came away with great
ideas for strengthening on already
great program and the motivation
to achieve many accomplishments
this year.
I could go on for at least
three more pages about w hat we
learned and the sites w e saw I
could go on for at least three more
pages about what we learned and
the sites we saw. Unfortunately,
my editor gave me a cut-off point.
I cannot, however, go on without
mentioning

that the six o f us rode up the St.
Louis Arch in a 5x5 pod. “I can’t
believe we are fitting five adults
in a 5x5 pod,” said Ashley at the
time. It was a unique experience
none o f us will forget for a long
while (I know Dr. M arck w on’t,
as she is an avid anti-roller coaster
person!) I also should point out
that Ashley and Andrea presented
a w o rk sh o p b y th em selv es on
Preventing Honors Burnout. They
won the crowd over, o f course, with
thief fantastic charm. I think Ashley
summed the trip up best when she
said, “It was not an experience
that everyone gets, to go with five
peers on a travel off campus to see
a totally difference city. You make
relationships that will never be the
same as they were before.”

Review o f Fifty
Cent’s New Movie
By Amy Nelson

word in edgewise. Feeling lonely,
the little tyke finds his two sisters
and they are throwing themselves
around because they w asted all
their money at the carnival and did
not win a thing.
Now since daddy is a drunk,
he can go to the AA meetings in
the basement o f the church every
Wednesday night at 7:30pm.
N o w s in c e m o m m y is
addicted to gambling, she can go
to gambling addiction meetings in
the basement o f the church every
Thursday night at 6pm.
Since the little tyke’s two
siste rs are lo o se can n o n s and
can ’t behave, the two girls can
accompany each other to behavior
management classes on Tuesday
and Thursday afternoons at 3pm in
the basement o f the church.
W hat’s our little tyke going
to do while everyone is in counseling
provided by the church that created
all o f the fa m ily ’s p ro b le m s?
Well, the little tyke could talk to
somebody provided by the church
to talk about his problems, o r he
could go with Nana and facilitate
a gambling problem by going to
bingo or he could go with grandpa
to a Knights o f Columbus meeting
and venture on the merry road o f
alcoholism. Ahh, what a wonderful
childhood I had.

(cont. from page 1)
and loved ones.

Get Rich or Die Tryin was definitely
a must see movie. It has a positive
m essage th a t y o u can achieve
your goals no m atter w hat your
circumstances are. The quality o f
acting in the film was a lot better
than I expected because there is
a certain stigma associated with
the quality o f films when the actor
hasn’t been classically trained in
the craft o f acting. However, Curtis
“50 Cent” Jackson executes the
character o f M arcus so w ell we
forget he has no formal background
in acting. Jackson’s acting skills are
as good as any award-winning actor;
the passion that he has for music
making has been immortalized on
film. The acting in this film was very
good and the setting in N ew York
City gave it a stamp o f authenticity.
However, there an overall appeal
o f an underdog story where all the
odds are against him and he attracts
viewers from all walks o f life and
from diverse backgrounds. I think
ev ery o n e sh o u ld see th is film
and get a chance to see an award
winning rapper turned actor tell his
story which is, above all, a journey
in itself.
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Victims of “Love”:
The Truth about Domestic Violence
By Shunmia Waters
“A ll I d id w as say, no,
I cannot do it, and he hit me. I
needed four stiches on my upper
left eye,” Tolley, a victim o f do
mestic violence, told me. (Her last
name is omitted here, for obvious
reasons.)
It has been said before, but
it w ill be re-iterated throughout
this article: Anyone can be a victim
o f domestic violence, rich, poor,
old, young, married, single, black,
w hite, A sian, N ative-A m erican,
professional, unem ployed, and
even celebrities.
T h o u g h b o th m en an d
women can be a victim, the vast
m ajority o f victim s are women.
For women aged 15 to 44, domes
tic violence is the leading cause o f
injury, according to the Domestic
Violence website: www.domesticviolence.com.

Children living in homes
where the mother is abused are also
more likely to receive mistreatment
or neglect by the abuser. Children
w ho w itness abuse are victim s
as well. You cannot identify one
typical profile o f domestic violence
victims except that they are usually
female.
D om estic violence starts
with an abuser. Anyone can be an
abuser. Abusers may appear to be
good providers, loving partners
and good law-abiding citizens. But
their abusive behavior towards their
victim can lead to severe injury and
even to murder. A lthough both
men and women can be abusers,
approximately 97% o f all abusers
are men, according to the Domestic
violence website.
Abuse, experts say, is often
a learned behavior. The tendency

to use abuse as a control tactic is
aggravated by the use o f drugs and
alcohol. Just as drug and alcohol
problems can be overcome with
proper treatment and counseling,
abusive b eh av io r can o ften be
overcome with proper treatm ent
and counseling.
The person who uses any
form o f violence to co n tro l or
m anipulate a partn er often has
low self-esteem. In addition, the
perpetrator may refuse to accept
responsibility for the violence, and
may believe that the violence is jus
tified, the website says. Often the
abuser will attempt to rationalize
or excuse the behavior, or blame
the victim for causing it. There is
no excuse, clearly, for this violent
behavior. Violence is against the
law.

High Culture
February 26th: The De
partment o f Theatre &
Dance at UB will pres
ent the Zodiaque Dance
Company in the Won
der o f Dance, at 2 pm in
the Drama
Theatre
in the C enter for the
A rts, N orth Campus.
Tickets ($16 general, $8
students) are available
at Tickemaster.com and March 24th: UB
the Center Box Office Center for the Arts
(Mon.-Fri. 10am-6pm.) presents Elisa Monte
Dance, at the
February 26th: The Buf Mainstage Theatre
falo C ham ber M usic at the Center for the
Society will feature the Arts, UB North Cam
prize-w inning Jupiter pus, at 8 pm. The
String Q uartet in the dance is comprised
Mary Seaton Room o f of talented players
Kleinhan’s Music Hall from across the
in a FREE CONCERT, world, and celebrates
b e g in n in g at 3 pm . diversity and

Dan Rather at Daemen,
Commencement, 2005
Courtesy, Chris Malik

excellence in dance.
Tickets are $18
general, $10 students,
available at the
CFO box office and
Ticketmaster
locations.

Know o f a high culture
event in our area? Send
your press releases to
ascent@ daemen.edu.
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Abuse is about control, according
to the w ebsite. It is one person
scaring another person into doing
what he wants her to do. It is not
just one hit, but is a pattern. Abuse
can be physical, emotional, sexual;
economic; it can also be criminal.
It is u su ally a w hole series o f
behaviors used to get and keep
control.
M any women don’t think
o f themselves as “abused”. They
m ay not think o f them selves as
“battered”. Many victims don’t see
the things their partners do to them
as abusive, and they don’t see them
as a pattern.
T olley realized th a t she
w as is an abusive relationship.
Tolley said, “I never really had
anyone to talk to about my abusive
relationship. I w ish I did. I will
never let this happen to me again.
I have permanent scars for life. The
next man who comes into my life
who tries to abuse me... there may
be a murder, so I ’m going to lay
low for now and finish school and
take care o f my kids”.
There is plenty o f help in
your city and state. I f you have
been a victim or need to speak to
someone about domestic violence,
there are counseling agencies and
shelters in your area.
You may also call the national
toll-free hotline for victim s o f
domestic violence at 1-800-799SAFE (7233).

Write for the A scent.
Contact the editor at
swright@ daem en.edu.
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Daemen Sports Need More Attention, Funding
By Mallory Petrus
It’s an open secret that the
sports facilities o f Daemen College
are not up to par with other colleg
es, and not just those colleges that
are significantly larger. As home
to seven men and w om en’s varsity
collegiate sports, Daemen students
demonstrate a substantial interest
in athletic effort, but not in the
buildings and facilities wherein that
effort can find fullest expression.
O verall, D aem en College could
use a huge increase in funding and
attention for its athletic programs.
It is true, college should
not center around sports, contrary
to the example set forth by certain
state universities. Yet it is obvious
that a quality athletics program is
an asset that would attract a pro
spective student. To a sizable de
gree, an athletics program depends
upon the contribution a college
makes in the way o f cement and
mortar, room use and yard space.
It is my contention that Daemen is
deficient in this regard.
The weight room could use
new equipment, for instance. The
soccer fields could use a touch-up,
and there could be more o f them.
That is to say, Daemen could create
an official field on campus.
Amidst all this it must be
emphasized the hard work and in
credible effort placed into Daemen
athletics by players and coaches,
the game they bring and the heart
stopping excitement they create.
T his y e ar the w o m en ’s
varsity soccer program, under the
direction o f H ector and B ianca
Vasquez, made their first appear
ance at the NAIA American MidE ast C onference p lay-offs and
faced a tough game against Hough
ton, losing 5-0. The loss in some

ways proved that improvement is men should emphasize its athletics
inevitable.
to a greater degree than it does or
Tfie m en an d w o m e n ’s has in the past. M any here feel that
basketball teams have been suc athletics is pushed to the side and
cessful for many years. The m en’s ignored. Consequently, players can
team, coached by Don Silveri, has only sit and wonder when a student
made an appearance at the confer m arvels aloud, “G eez, I d id n ’t
ence play-offs fourteen out o f the know we had a golf team.”
fifteen past years. The w om en’s
As a fan o f the opposite
team , even m ore im pressively, sex, I believe increasing the num
went 27-6 overall and 17-1 in the ber o f males on campus should be
the AM C last year, w hich gave a priority, and the best way to do
them their second straight AMC this is through expanding athletics.
N orth title and fourth N ational A baseball team would help. But
Tournament appearance. They fin this extends far beyond my narrow
ished the season ranked eighteenth interests. A ll o f D aem en could
in the nation.
benefit if there was a more diverse
The w o m en ’s volleyball sampling o f athletic programs; with
program has managed to earn three more options it becomes easier to
straight AM C N orth cham pion get involved. We have track and
ships, and Daemen was 136-55 the rugby clubs at D aem en, and it
past four seasons.
would be excellent if we could add
Success as a driving prin more to that list.
ciple and attainable reward w asn’t
In d isc u ssin g th e issu e
introduced yesterday to our athletic o f athletics at Daemen w ith our
teams. It is high time that the col college’s athletic trainer, Jeff Sage,
lege begin rewarding the athletes it w as brought to m y attention
at this institution with more invest that a new weight room may have
ment.
some promise in the near future.
It is not as if other areas But there is no guarantee. There
o f Daemen College couldn’t use are many sub-committee meetings
improvement, especially the Wick on the Daemen campus that come
Center. But honestly one cannot together to discuss the college’s
deny the fact that sports unites us as future in regards to issues such as
no other thing can, and that through this. Mr. Sage sits in on the “Site
such unification we are better able Im p ro v em en t” su b -co m m ittee,
to relate to each other on campus. where he is currently working on
Take an e asy ex am p le. drafting a survey that lists many
Theso-called “home games” for the suggestions for athletic site im 
men and women’s soccer teams are provement.
held at West Seneca, which requires
With an eye towards change,
an estimated (and estimable) fif the athletic department at Daemen
teen-minute drive. It is no wonder has been working with the Town o f
that the fan section is so small.
Amherst on user rights to Campus
It is my belief that Dae
Park on Campus Drive as a pract-

ce site for the men and wom en’s
soccer teams.
Mr. Sage agrees that athletic
events have always seemed to bring
people together, especially in such
a small campus as ours. “Athletic
program s do attract prospective
students to attend Daemen, but you
cannot have athletics without sound
academics.”
Student-athletes in search
o f colleges look for superior aca
demics as well as the opportunity
to participate on athletic teams, the
results o f their participation often
an improvement in time-manage
m ent skills and discipline. It is
true that our outstanding academic
reputation in areas such as physi
cal therapy and education have
attracted potential students. But
w ouldn’t Daemen be even more
sellable with superior athletic pro
grams as well?
M y hope is that Daemen
will start paying more attention to
its athletes, and that everyone - yes,
everyone - can benefit thereby.

Mallory Petrus is a freshman at
Daemen College, and Freshman
Class President.

W rite a b o u t sp o rts
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- Women’s Basketball
Team

